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At the suggestion of Mr. George Finlay Simmons, then Chief
Deputy of the Game, IMish and Oyster Commission of Texas,
as the guest of the Commission and with the help of Mr. Simmons
and all of hix Wardens and Deputies along the coast, T was
given an unusual opportunity to make a thorough, but brief,
survey of the bird life of the coast region between Galveston and
Brownsville, together with some of the more inland counties.

Mr. Simmons met me at Galveston on May 4 and we spent
three days exploring various islands in ISast Bay, after which
he left me and I started down the coaxt on the Jim Duke, the
commiodious 30-foot power boat, belonging to the Commission
and commanded by Captain Frank L. Bauer. Our course led
us through numerous bays, intercoastal canals and other inland
water wavs as far as Corpus Christi, which we reached on May
18, We landed on nmuerous islands in the varions bays, where
we recorded large numbers of migrating land birds, as many as
37 species on one small island, and found many breeding col-
onies of gulls, terns, skimmers, pelicans, herons and egrets.  Most
of the islands were small, low, flat sand and shell reefs, with a
scanty growth of grass or low herbage: but some were densely
covered with tall weeds, sun-flowers and low shrubbery: aind
some supported thickets of huisache, willows or prickly-pear
cactus.

The intercoastal
Matagorda Bay led us for
plain, a broad flat expanse
muddy pouds and with occasional mottes
Herds of cattle were orazing
full of migrating

canal between Galveston West Bay and
a long distance through the coastal
of prairie or marsh land dotted with

many small lakes or
or clumps of small live oaks.
on the prairies; the open narshy places were
shore-birds, vlﬁe,ﬂv vellow-legs, long-billed curlews and black-
bellied plover; wiilets and black-necked stilts were breeding on
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‘the grassy islands: and in the live-oaks mottes or scattered
clumps of bushes were many breeding colonies of Ward ]l(’l‘()lli.

From Corpus Christi, with Messrs. A. C. Thompson :111(1. R. E.
Parley ax enides, we made a three-day trip by nutolnobﬂ(? .up
into Refugio and Victoria Counties.  On the extensive prairies
of Refugio County we were shown the haunts of the Attwater
prairie chicken and a large breeding colony of the white-faced
clossy ibix in a tule lake. In the alluvial bottom lands of Victoria
County we saw some of the finest hardwood forests I have ever
seen, made up of live oak, Texas white oak. burr oak, Anierican
eln, pecan. sycamore, white and green ashes, shag bark hickory,
cotton-wood, hornbeam, hackberry, ved cedar, ete. These forests
were the lomes of hawks, owls and woodpeckers, not seen else-
where,  In the swampy lowlands and bayons, along the banks
of the Gnadalupe River, we found an entirvely different type of
heavy forests, containing cypress, swamp tupelo, sweet and black
onms, waier oak, magnolia and various willows.  Here we found
sueh birds as water-turkeys, wood ibises; vellow-crowned night
Lherons, prothonotary warblers and parnla warblers.

On our return to Corpus Christi, we started on May 22, in
M. Nimmons's car, for Brownsville, arrviving there the next day.
In our hurried trip through Nueces and Kleberg Counties we
canght only a fleeting glimpse of the great cattle ranch country
of the coaxtal plains, where wild turkeys abound and where
whooping cranes arve regularly seen.  And in Hidalgo and Cam-
ecron Conntiex we passed some fine citrus firuit plantations and
mneh good agricnltural country.

At Brownsville, Captain R D, Camp acted as our host and
showed nx some of the smrrounding country, which was quite
different from anything we had seen.

The charparral of the Rio Grande plains is a pigmy forest of
mesquite mixed with various thorny bushes, evergreen Texas
ebony. retama or horse bean, fragrant cat’s claw, round flowered
devil’s claw. granjena, Mexican persimmon, madrona, gumn elas-
tic or shittim wood, ete.: mixed in with it are numerous speci-
mens of Spanish dagger, nmel prickly-pear cactus of large size
aned that thorniest of all thorny bushes the Corona christi., The
most characteristic birds of the chaparral were Coucl) Kingbird,
Texax sparrow, gray-tailed cardinal,  small white-eyed vireo,
curve-billed thrasher and verdin.

There was much open praivie around Brownsville, consider-
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able cultivated land, tree claims, ponds and swamps, all of
which attracted different bivds; but perhaps the most inferesting
ol all were the dense forests along the resacas or stagnant water
courses, the old beds of rivers; these often contained large trees,
mesquite, huisache, ebony, palms, ete., with a thick nudergrowth
of many shrubs and small trees such as granjena, persimmons,
coftee bean, bush morning glory, ete. It was in the timber belts
along these resacas that we could count on finding the char-
acteristic birds of the lower Rio Grande valley, such as the
chachalaca, red-billed pigeon, derby flycatcher, green jay and
Audubon orviole. White-winged and western nmourning doves
fairly swarmed in these thickets and here we saw several other
species not seen elsewhere. The chachalaca is one of the shiest
and hardest of birds to see, but thanks to the expert guidance
of Mr. E. W. Farmer, we did get a few glimpses of it and heavd
sonte of its interesting morning and evening concerts.

We left Brownsville by train on May 28, returned to Corpus
Christi and visited Bird Island in Laguna Madre the next day,
where we saw the wonderful colonies, to be found therve, of
gulls, terns, skimmers, pelicans, herons and egrets. Captain
Camp had come to see this island and to visit the big rookery in
Victoria County with Messrs. Thompson and Farley. On our
previous visit to this region we had failed to find, though we had
approximately located, what promised to be a big breeding
colony of white ibises in the valley of the Guadalupe River. My
last day in the field, May 30, proved to be a fitting climax of an
eventful trip, for this large breeding colony of white ibises,
roseate spoonbills, American egrets aud other water birds far
exceeded our expectations and was one of the most interesting
colonies I have ever seen. .

Following is an annotated list of the birds observed, Whl.(‘h
is the longest list I have ever made on any of the 1111‘111(‘1‘()1108 111-
teresting trips that I have taken. On such a hurried trip as
this it was impossible to do much collecting. T have th.el:ef()l‘e
relied on Mr. Simmons to outline the distribution of the 1].111(‘1‘(‘11J[
sub-species, based on his previous knowledge of the subject.

1. MEXICAN GrERE—Colymbus dominicus brachypierus. . .

Fairly common locally near Brownsville, nesting in certan small

. CORGT rater isac aud
ponds partially overgrown with open grow th of water huisache qt;
small scattered clumps of flags, also in some small resacas wilh

similar growth.
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. . P

Typical grebe’s nests, large for the size of the.bnd, 14 .dlax.n.
and 5” thick, usually in plain sight in open situations, floating in
water three to four feet deep, generally anchored to huisache, o1

flags, but sometimes drifting. Eggs usually covered. Birds Yel‘Y shy;
saw only one and one downy young, able to dive and swim under

water for about three or four feet. Took two sets of eggs on
May 23.

P1ep-BILLED GREBE-—Podilymbus podiccps.

Fairlv common around Brownsville, nesting in ponds and resacas
with Mexican Grebe. One set of eggs taken on May 23. Saw two
grebes on Matagorda Bay, near Port La Vaca, on May 12, that were
probably this species.

HerriING GuLL—Larus argentatus.
A few, mostly immature birds, were seen in the bays all along the

coast.

LavauiNe GuLr—Larus atricilla.

Abundant all along the coast, nesting in enormous colonies on some
of the islands in Espiritu Santo, San Antonio, and Red Fish Bays, on
Big Bird Island in Laguna Madre and at Bahia Grande near Browns-
ville. Between May 15 and 20 most of the nests contained incomplete
sets; more full sets were found later, but no young. A number of
Immature birds, one year oid were seen.

FrRANKLIN GuLL—Larus franklini.

Two seen on the bay near Port L.a Vaca on May 13.

GULL-BILLED TERN—CG clochelidon nilotica.

Common along the coast, occasionally seen inland, feeding on the
inland marshes. Found nesting, with fresh eggs, on sandy or shell
beaches on islands in Cedar Lakes in Intercoastal Canal, in Mata-
gorda Bay, Espiritu Santo Bay, San Antonio Bay and Red Fish Bay.
Also breeds abundantly at Bahia Grande. Nests usually mere hollows
in sand or shells, sometimes with a few straws. No young secen.

—~

Eggs found May 7, 8, 15 and 18, in sets of two or three,

CasriaN TerN—Sterna caspia.

Commmon all along the coast, nesting on islands in mixed colonies
with Laughing Gulls and other terns. Nests usually hollows on open
shell or sand beaches, rarely among low and scanty vegetation,
usually unlined, but sometinies with a few straws. Eggs nsually two,
sometimes one. ggs found May 15 on islands in San Antonio Bay
and eggs and first young on May 29 on Bird Island, Laguna Madre.,
Breeds aiso at Bahia Grande.

RoyaL TerN—Sicrna marima.

Common all along the coast from Galveston Bay to the Rio Grande.
Breeds in small numbers on islands in San Antonio Bay and abun-
dantly, in enormous dense colonies, on Bird Island and at Bahig
Grande. Nesting habits same as Caspian’s. Probably lays later; no
yvoung seen up to May 29. This and the Caspian look much alike,
but the Caspian has a heavier, redder bill and much more black in
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the primaries as seen from below; the Royal has a more orange
colored bill and very little black in the wings.

Capor TErN—Stcrna sandwichensis acuflavida.

Breeding abundantly on Bird Island and at Bahia Grande, in dense
colonies with the Royal Terns; nesting habits similar. Eggs and a
few young found on Bird Island on May 29.

ForsTeEr TerNx—Sterna forsteri.
A few seen along the coast and on inland marshes and a number of

immature birds seen near Port La Vaca. No breeding colonies seen,
but said to breed at Bahia Grande.

ComaoN TERN—Stcrna hirundo.

Three small colonies found breeding, 31 nests in one colony, on
islands in Cedar Lakes, typical well built nests with two or three
ggs each, on May 7.

LEAsT TERN—Stcrna antillarum.

A small colony, 30 pairs, found breeding, with eggs, at Cotton Bayou,
Matagorda Bay, on May 8. Breeds also on Green Island and at
Bahia Grande.

Brack TErN—Chlidonias nigra surinamensis.

Very common all along the coast and in inland marshes from Gal-
veston to Brownsville, often in flocks, all in full plumage, but said
not to breed in Texas. locally called ‘“sea pigeons.” Seen up to
time of leaving, May 30.

BrAack SKIMMER—Rynchops nigra.

Seen occasionally in the Galveston Bays. Numerous colonies, pre-
paring to breed or breeding, were seen from the intercoastal canal
southwestward.

WATER-TURKEY—Anhinga anhinga.

Seen only in the lowlands along the Guadalupe River in Victoria
County, where we found it breeding in the big rookery of White
Ibises and Roseate Spoonbills.

Froripa CORMORANT—Phalacrocorar auritus floridanus.

Cormorants were common all along the upper coast, often in large
flocks and sometimes associated with flocks of Roseate Spoonbills,
a striking contrast. I assume that most of those seen on the coast
were this species. No breeding colonies seen. Not seen south of

San Antonio Bay.

MEXICAN CorMORANT—Phalacrocorax VigUa MCricanus.

First seen on May 17 on Puerta Tank, near Aransas Pass. A few
n a large colony of White lbises and Roseate
Bloomington. Nests in large
Formerly bred around Browns-

pairs found breeding i
Spoonbills in Victoria County, near
trees, not examined for lack of time.
ville and probably does still, but we did not locate theni.

ANM. WHITE PELICAN—Pelccanus crythrorhynchos.

A few seen scattered along the coast from Galveston to Corpus
Christi, but no breeding colonies were seen. A. C. Thompson and
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sts and eggs on Bird Island earlier

R. E. Farley found them with ne
isited it on May 29.

in the season, but they had all gone when we Vv
BrowyN PrLIcAN—Pclecanus occidentalis.
Common all along the coast, especially in Laguna Madre, where
I saw a large flock fishing, circling and plunging like Gan.nets, a
spectacular performance. A colony of some 20 or 30 palrs had
attempted to nest on Pelican Island, a low flat sand bar in Pass
Cavallo, but high tides had washed away most of the nests; only 7
remained with eggs. Breeding in large numbers on Bird Island,
nests among and near the prickly pear cacti, with Ward Herons and
Reddish Egrets. Young were seen of all ages up to fully grown,
also many eggs, on May 29.

MAN-0'-wARrR Birp—IFregata aquila.
A few birds seen at various points along the coast. Not known
to breed here.

Macvarp—Anas boschas.

Seen on the Intercoastal Canal on May 7. F. E. Bauer, an old duck
hunter who knows the ducks well, saw a female with a brood of
voung near Aransas Pass on May 17.

MorrLEp Duck—Anas fulvigula maculosa.

Ifairly common from the intercoastal canal to Corpus Clristi Bay.
We found four nests with eggs on Dressing Point Island, in Mata-
gorda Bay, on May 8, and one nest with eleven eggs in Chocolate
Bay, near Port La Vaca, on May 12. The birds flushed from the
nests in each case, which were all well hidden in long grass on
dry land; the nests were made of dry grass mixed with a little
down. Thres of the nests contained several or many rotten eggs.

GADWELL—Chaulelasmus streperus.
Seen on May 17 near Aransas Pass.

Bavorate—Mareea americand.
Seen on May 7 and 8 in the Canal.

BLUE-WINGED TrEAL—Qucerquedula discors.
Seen on the Canal May 7, near Aransas Pass on May 17, and near
Brownsville on the 24th.

SHOVELLER—Spatula clypcata.
Seen on the Canal on the 7th and near Aransas Pass on the 17th.

PiNxtaiL—Dafila acuta tzitzihoa.
Seen near Aransas Pass on the 17th.

Rebneap—Nyroca ferina americana.
A few cripples seen, the remnants of the large flocks seen here in
winter, where it is the most abundant duck.

CANvVASBACK—Aristonctta valisineria.

Seen on the Canal on the 7th and common around Port Laga Vaca
and Karankawa Bay from the 9th to the 13th. Caught a crippled
bird that could not fly.
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Lesser Scaur Duck—Nyroca marila affinis.
Blue bills, probably this species, were seen on the canal, in the
bays and on inland lakes, from the 9th to the 17th.

AMERICAN GOLDENEYE—Glaucionctta clangula amcricana.

A dead bird, being eaten by a Herring Gull, was seen on an island in
Galveston Bay. A mounted bird, said to have been shot nearby,
was seen in a store in Corpus Christi.

Furvous TrEE Duck—Dendrocygna bicolor.

Captain Camp showed us a resaca where he had seen this species
this season, but we did not see it. He says that this has nearly, and
the Black-bellied has entirely, disappeared from the Brownsville
region.

AMERICAN FrLAMINGO—Ph@nicopterus ruber.

Captain Camp says he saw one each on October 15, 1912, and in
September, 1915, at Bahia Grande, after a very severe Gulf storm.

ROSEATE SPOONBILL—A jaia ajaia.

Locally called “fillimingo.” We saw a large flock with a flock of
cormorants on a sand spit in Karankawa Bay on the 9th. A large
flock frequented, and could not be driven away from, the chain of
islands between Mesquite and San Antonio Bays on the 15th and
16th; they are said to breed here in June, after most of the herons
have left, building their nests on the ground among the sun-
flowers. They are also said to nest under similar circumstances in
East Bay, Galveston. We found a breeding colony of perhaps 100
pairs in a large breeding colony of White Ibises in Victoria County
near Bloomington. The large well made nests of coarse sticks,
lined with dry and green leaves, were built in groups in the low
trees. On May 30 many nests contained small young, but most of
them had three and some four eggs.

WHITE IBis—Guara alba.

The colony referred to above was the only breeding colony found
and all the birds seen were within a few miles of it; it was by
tracing their fly lines, from their feeding grounds in surrounding
marshes, that we finally located the rookery, after three or four days
work. It was located in the center of some extensive marshes near
the Guadalupe River; in the dryer portions were groves of large
live oaks and in the wetter portions were dense thickets of willows,
button willows and other trees, growing where the water was
often waist deep or more and where large alligators lived; fortu-
nately we saw only their tracks in the mud and an occasional head
above the water. Breeding here with the spoonbills and ibses
were quite a number of American Egrets and Little Blue Herons
and a few Ward Herons, Black-crowned Night Herons, Anhingas and
Mexican Cormorants. We also saw perhaps twenty Wood lbises
flying over the rookery, but did not locate their nests. The White
Ibises nests were thickly grouped from 5 to 12 feet up in the
willows and button willows, often 12 or 15 nests in a tree. Young

were seen, of all ages up to the flight stage, standing in dense
= )
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groups or scrambling through the brush. DBut some nests still

contained three or four eggs.

ScarLET IBIS—Guara rudra.

Captain Camp says he saw one of these birds als
dates when he saw the Flamingos, at Bahia Grande, probably blown
in by the same storms.

WHITE-FACED GLOSSY IBis—Plcgadis guaraund.

On May 19 we visited a large breeding colony, 2,000 pairs or more,
of this species, previously located by A. C. Thompson and R. E.
Farley, in a tule lake on the prairies of Refugio County. They had
traced the birds to it from their feeding places in the surrounding
country. The muddy water was breast deep and the tules were
far above our heads. The nests were made of dead tules just above
the water in the more open placss. Most of them contained lively
voung almost up to the flight stage, but we found plenty with three
or four eggs.

o, on each of the

Woob IBis—Mycteria americana.

The birds seen in the White Ibis rookery, referred to above, proba-
bly bred in some part of it, which we could not locate in the short
time available.

AMERICAN Brrrerx—Dotaurus lengtiginosus.

One seen on the Intercoastal Canal on May 7.

LeAsT B1TTERN—Irobrychus exilis.

One seen on May 12 on a marsh in Chocolate Bay, near Port La
Vaca. Common around Brownsville; several nests found there in
the pond where the Mexican Grebes bred on May 23; some of these
nests were made partly or wholly of fine twigs, others of flags, as
usual.

Warp HErRON—Ardea herodias wardi.

Very common everywhere along the coast and on inland lakes,
marshes and prairies. Numerous breeding colonies found, but no
very large ones. South of Galveston Bay practically every heron
colony contained at least a few nests of this species. On a small
island in the Canal, on May 7, was a colony of 13 nests, containing
everything from fresh eggs to mnearly full grown young, built on
the ground among grass and rank herbage. In other island colonies
the nests were on the ground, in low bushes or trees or in the
prickly pear cacti; the nests of this species generally occupied the
commanding positions on the tops of the highest trees or bushes.
In the White Ibis rookery near Bloomington the nests were 40 or
50 feet up in the big live oaks. KEggs, apparently fresh and young
of all ages, up to the flight stage, were found as late as May 29 on
Bird Island.

AMERICAN TGRET—Casmerodius egretta.

Iirst seen on the Canal on May 7. On the chain of islands be-
tween Mesquite and San Antonio Bays we found a small breeding
colony of 5 or 6 pairs, nesting in a clump of willows in the centre

of a colony of the smaller herons. The nests contained young
. £
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some just hatching, some half grown and some nearly ready to
fly. A small colony seen in a button willow swamp on Weed
Prairie, in Victoria County, had a few nests with eggs on May 12,
but most of the birds had evidently finished breeding and gone.
A colony of 25 pairs or more was breeding in the White Ibis rookery
referred to above; on May 30 the nests contained young of various
ages and were placed from 10 to 20 feet up in the willows.

Sxowy EGrET—PBgretta candidissima candidissima.

The best colony was found on Vingt-une Island in East Galveston
Bay on May 5. Besides about 400 of this species it contained some
800 Louisiana Herons and 150 Black-crowned Night Herons. The
nests were in prickly pears and huisache trees from two to eight
feet up and all we examined contained eggs, three, four or five.
Nesting more or less abundantly in practically all of the colonies
of small herons except on Bird Island and in the White 1bis rookery,
where we saw none. First young seen on the chain of islands on
May 16.

REDDIsn EGrRET—Dichromanassa rufescens.

Breeding more or less abundantly from Karankawa Bay, at the
lower end of Matagorda Bay, southward, in practically all of the
coastal colonies, but not inland at all. Associated with Ward and
Louisiana Herons most closely. The largest colony of all is on
Green Island, near the lower end of Laguna Madre; it contains
several thousands. But the colonies on the chain of islands, between
Mesquite and San Antonio Bays, are large and densely populated;
here we found our first young on May 16. On Bird Island, on May
29, we saw plenty of young, also some eggs. Their favorite nesting
sites seem to be in the prickly pears, but they also nest on the
ground, in the grass or low herbage, as well as on low bushes and
small trees. We saw very few in the white phase, not over half a
dozen in all, but Captain Camp says they are commoner on Green
Island, where he has collected some interesting data on the subject.
Lourstana Herox—Hydranassa tricolor ruficollis.

The most abundant and most widely distributed of all the herons,
breeding abundantly in all of the colonies along the coast from
Galveston Bay to Brownsville. The largest colonies, containing
several thousands were on Wolf Point in Karankawa Bay and on
Rose’s Point in La Vaca Bay, where they were associated with
Ward and Snowy and a few Black-crowned Night Herons, as well
as countless Great-tailed Grackles. Nests were placed in rank
herbage, on prickly pears and in canes, but usually on low trees and
bushes. Eggs ran ftrom three to seven. The first young were
seen on the chain of islands on May 16.

Lirrie BLrur HEroN—Florida cwrula.

Less common than the other herons. First seen on Can.ey Creek,
Brazoria County, on May 8. Found breeding only in Victoria County,
on Weed Prairie on May 20 and in the White Ibis rookery on May 30,
only a few pairs at each place. No nests examined.
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GreeENx Herox—Butorides virescens virescens.

Common along the canal on May T. Found breeding near Browns-
ville and seen at nearly all inland creeks and lakes.
BLACK-CROWNED Nieutr HeErox—Nycticorar nycticorax NACTIUS.
Fairly common all along the coast and breeding sparingly in nearly
all of the rookeries visited. At Vingt-une Island in East Bay, Gal-
veston, they were nesting in tall canes, with eggs and young oOn
May 5. On Dressing Point Island, in Matagorda Bay they nested
on the ground among tufts of long grass. In other places they were
nesting in situations similar to those used by the other herons.
YELLOw-CROWNED NicinT Herox—Nyctanassa violaced.

Apparently common along the Guadalupe River in Victoria County,
but no breeding colony was located.

Lovrsiaxa Crarrer Rai—Rallus crepitans saturatus.

Seen on coastal marshes from Galveston Bay to Aransas Pass. It
is common enough in suitable p.aces, long grass salt marshes, but
we had very little time to devote to it and found no nests.

Sora Rarn—Porzana carolina.
Saw one on a marsh near Galveston on May 6.

PurrLE GALLINULE—Ionornis martinicus.

Saw one at Puerta Tank, near Aransas Pass. 1t flew into a patch
of tules, where I hunted in vain for its nest. It is said to breed in
the marshes about here, where the “lotus” grows.

Frorina GaruNvie—Gallinula chloropus cachinnans.

We saw it only in the marshy ponds and resacas near Brownsville,
where it is common. We found two nests with eggs, in small
clumps of flags, on May 23.

AMERICAN Coor—Fulica americand.

Common on nmiany of the ponds and lakes, particularly on Puerta
Tank, May 17, and on Bellow Lake, May 20.

WiLsoNx Puavarorr—Steganopus tricolor.

Saw a few and shot one at Puerta Tank, May 17, and saw five at
Cox Point, near Port La Vaca, May 13.

BLACK-NECKED STILT—Himantopus mcexicanus.

Iirst seen at the lower end of Galveston Bay; common along the
Intercoastal Canal; found a breeding colony in a muddy slough on
the prairie near Brownsville on May 24. Seen occasionally at other
places.

58—LoNG-piLLED Dowircner—Limnodromus griseus scolopaceus.

A few seen, probably this subspecies, on the Intercoastal Canal,

~

May 7.

PrcToRAL SANDPIPER—Pisobia maculata.
A few seen in Gaiveston Bay, May 7, and at Puerta Tank, Aransas
Pass, May 17.

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER—DPisobia fuscicollis.
A few seen at Puerta Tank on May 17.
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LEAST SANDPIPER—PiSobia minutilla.
Small numbers seen along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 4, to
Brownsville, May 24.

Rep-BACKED SaNpvrirer—Pelidna alpina sakhalina.
Common on the Canal, May 17, and at Puerta Tank, May 17; also
seen at Flour Bluff, May 29.

SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPER-—Ereunctes pusillus.
Seen, in small numbers only, from Galveston Bay, May 7, to Aransas
Pass, May 17. Some of these may have been Western Sandpipers.

SANDERLING—C7rocethia alba.
A few seen from Galveston Bay, May 6, to Aransas Pass, May 15.

HuvsoNiax Gobpwit—Limosa haemastiea.

Three seen, two shot, at Puerta Tank, on May 17.
GREATER YELLOWLEGS—Totanus melanoleueus.

Only one seen at Cotton Bayou, Matagorda Bay, on May 8.

LEssErR YELLOWLEGsS—Totanus flavipes.
Abundant all along the coast from Galveston Bay, Mav 4, to
Aransas Bay, May 17, and at Puerta Tank.

SOLITARY SANDPIPER—T7inga solitarius.

One seen in Galveston Bay on May 4.

EASTERN WILLET—Catoptirophorus semipalmatus semipalmatus.
Abundant all along the coast from Galveston Bay, May 5, to Browns-
ville, May 24. Two nests found on Dressing Point Island, Mata-
gorda Bay, on May 8. Only bird taken, at L.a Vaca Bay, is inter-
mediate between semipalmata and inornatus, but nearer the former.
SPOTTED SANDPIPER—Actitis maeularia.

Fairly common along the coast and on inland streams, from Gal-
veston, May 4, to Brownsville, May 27.

LoNG-BILLED CURLEW—Numenius amerieanus.

Very common, conspicuous and noisy, along the coastal meadows
and marshes from the lower end of Galveston Bay, May 7, to Browns-
ville, May 24. Particnlarly abundant in flocks along the Canal on
May 7. Last seen at Flour Bluff on May 29.

BLACK-BELLIED PrLovER—ASquatarola squatarola eynosurac.

Abundant in flocks of full plumaged birds all along the coast, from
Galveston Bay, May 5, to Aransas Bay, May 18.

AMERICAN GOLDEN PLovVER—Pluviatis dominieus dominicus.
Migrating flocks seen along the Intercoastal Canal on May

7.

KiLLbEER—Ozycehus voeiferus. ‘
Seen near Galveston and at Puerta Tank. A pailr fonnd Dbreeding

at Port La Vaca on May 11.

SEMIPALMATED PrLoveER—Charadrius semipabmala.

A migrating flock seen in Galveston Bay on May 5.
SNowy PLOVER—Charadrius nivosa.

One seen near Aransas Pass, May 18.
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WiLsox PrLovEr—Pagolla wilsonia wilsonid. )
One or two birds seen at Cotton Bayou, Matagorda Bay, at Karan-
kawa Bay and at Aransas Pass.

BRSO AT

Common all along the coast from Galveston Bay. May 6, to Aransas

Pass, May 18. At the latter place a pair, apparently mated, were
yvery tame.

AMERICAN OYSTERCATCHER—Hacematopus palliatus.
Seen only in Galveston Bay, May 5, and at Cotton Bayou, Mata-
gorda Bay, on May 8. Apparently not breeding.

TexAs Bopwiite—Colinus virginianus teranus.
Very common inland from Refugio and Victoria Counties to Cam-

eron County.

Ciraciiaraca—Ortalis vetula mecalli.

Conmnon in the dense brush near resacas or streams around Browns-
ville. Very shy, more often heard than seen. Very noisy in late
evening and early morning. Two nests, each with three heavily
incubated eggs, found on May 27. The small, frail nests of sticks,
lined with dry and green leaves, were from § to 18 feet up in the
thhick top foliage of small trees; they were located by hearing, not
cseeing, the birds fly off.

Rep-BELLIED PicroN—Columba flavirostris.

Fairly common in the same localities as frequented by the Chaec-
halaca. Found two nests, one with a fresh egg and one with a
voung bird, on May 27. The nests were frail platforms of twigs
about ten feet up in the tops of saplings or in tangles of vines.

WESTERNY MoUrNING Dovi—Zenaidura macroura marginella.
Abundant everywhere on the mainland. Numerous nests found in
usual situations, with eggs or young, all through May. Young able
to fiy seen as early as May 9 and fresh eggs found as late as May 27.
One nest found on the ground and one was completely hidden among
some thick clumps of tail grass on a treeless island. Birds seen
near Galveston were probably the eastern form.

WHITE-FRONTED DovE—Leptotila fulviventris brachyptera.

Commion in the thick brush about Brownsville. Nests with eggs and
with small young found on May 27. The nests were frail strue-
tures of twigs and straws, 9 or 10 feet up on the branches of trees
in the thick brush.

WihireE-wiNGep Dovi—Velopelia asiatica.

Very abundant in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Said to be the
nost abundant bird, next to the Great-tailed Grackle, about Browns-
ville. Nests with eggs and with small young were found on May 25
and 27. One nest was on top of a dead palm leaf, 30 feet from the
ground. Other nests were in usual situations in thick brush. The
monotonous cooing or hooting notes were constantly heard in the
brush, especially in the early morning and towards night.
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MEXICAN GROUND DovE—Chacmepelia passerina palleseens.
Common from Victoria County to Cameron County. Nest and egges

found near Brownsville, on May 25, six feet up in a bush in thick
brush.

Ixca DovE—Scardafella inca.

Common around DBrownsville, nesting in trees near houses. No
nests examined.

TURKEY VULTURE—Cathartes aura septemtrionalis.
Fairly common on the mainland, but not so common as the Black

Vulture. Seen at various places from Galveston to Brownsville.
No nests found.

Brack VULTuRE—Coragyps urubu.

Much commmoner than the preceding and evenly distributed all
along the coast, and inland, from Galveston to Brownsville. Nests
with eggs and nests with young found on May 7 and 8.

Hagrris Hawk—Parabuteo unicinetus harrisi.

Apparently the commonest hawk and universally distributed through-
out the coastal counties. A nest, with dead young under it, found
in a large prickly pear in the chaparral near Brownsville on May
24, probably destroyed by some animal.

RED-TAILED HAWK—DButeo borealis subs.?

One seen on Caney Creek, Brazoria County, on May 8, and one in
Refugio County on May 19. J. J. Carroll (Auk, vol.17, p. 342) says
that krideri is the dominant form in Refugio County.

FLORIDA RED-SHOULDERED HAwK—DButeo lineatus alleni.

Heard in the heavily wooded river bottoms of Victoria County.
BaLp EaAcGLE—Halicetus leucocephalus lewcocephalus.

A nest seen, said to be this species, near the Guadalupe River in
Victoria County. Birds not seen.

Diecrk Hawk—Faleo peregrinus anatum.

A pair of adults in full plumage seen at close range on a small
isand in Matagorda Bay, May 8.

AUDUBON CARACARA—Polyborus cheriway.

Fairly common inland from Refugio County to Cameron County.
A nest seen in a Spanish dagger near Brownsville.

TEXAS BARRED OwWL—Siriz varia nhelveola.

Heard hooting in the heavily wooded river bottoms of Victoria

County.

TEXAS SCREECH OwWL—Otus asio mecalli.
A young bird taken from a nest was brought in to Captain Camp’s
shop.

WESTERN HORNED OwWL—Dubo virginianus pallescens.

A nest with one large young bird was found near Brownsville, on
May 24, in a Spanish dagger.

GROOVE-BILLED AN —Crotophaga sulcirostris.

e - Brownsvil: fayv 25
A single bird seen in some dense brush near Brownsvil.e on May 25.
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ROADRUNNER—Geococcyr californianus.

Seen occasionally in the chaparral from Refugio County southward.
YELLOW-BILLED CUCKo0—Coccygus americanus americanus.

Common in all the coastal counties from Galveston to Brownsville.
Nests with eggs found near Brownsville on May 25 and 27.
BLACK-BILLED CUCKoo—Coccygus crythrophthalmus.

Seen on Caney Creek on May 8 and at Port La Vaca on May 11.
Brrtep KINGFISHER—Ceryle alcyon.

One seen on Caney Creek on May 8 and one near Brownsville on
May 25.

Trxas Kixerisuer—COhloroceryle americana septentrionalis.

Two or three seen on the resacas near Brownsville, May 25 and 27.

TeExAs WoobrkcKErR—IDryobates scalaris symplectus.

Fairly common in Cameron County; probably only overlooked
elsewhere.

Rep-BELLIED WOODPLECKER—CCniurus carolinus.

Noted only in Victoria County. A nest with three eggs found in
a fence post near a house, on May 21.

GOLDEN-FRONTED WOODPECKLER—Ccenturus aurifrons.

Common, noisy and conspicuaus from Nueces County to Cameron
County. Tswo nests with fresh eggs found near Brownsville on
May 24.

Froripa Nicurtuawk—Chordeiles virginianus chapmani.
Nighthawks were commmon all along the coast. This is the form
which is found in the northeastern counties as far as West Gal-
veston Bay. Two nests with eggs were found on an island in
Galveston Bay on May 4.

Aspre NIGHTHAWRK—Chordceiles virginianus aserricnsis.

Thig is the form found from eastern Matagorda Bay southwest-
ward. A nest with eggs was found on an island in Redfish Bay,
below Aransas Pass, on May 18,

TexAas Nicuritawk—Chordeiles acutipennis texrensis.

Noted occasionally between Corpus Christi and Brownsville. No
nests found.

Cuimxey Swirr—Chactura pelagica.

Seen on Galveston Bay on May 4.

Rupy-TiroaTED HUMMINGBIRD—Archilochus colubris.

Seen at Caney Creek on May 8.

Burr-peELLiep HuMsiINGBiRb—Amazilia chalconota.

Said to be very rare in Cameron County, but we saw two or three
and I positively identified one, perched at close range, near Browns-
ville on May 25.

SCissor-TAlLED FLYCATCHER—MUscivora forficala.

A common and familiar bird, usually seen about the ranch houses
and along the suburban roads, sitting on telegraph wires or flitting
about the shade trees. Universally distributed but not abundant.
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A pair was seen building a nest on the wings of a windmill, which
was upset every time the mill was put in motion.
KINGBIRD—Tyrannus tyrannus.

Seen on islands in Galveston Bay, May 4, 7, and 8, at Por{ La Vaca,
May 11, and at Brownsville, May 23.

Coucit Kixapiro—Tyrannus melancholicus couchi.

Common in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Young, out of the
nest, seen at Brownsville on May 23.

ARKANSAS KiINGBIRD—T yrannus wverticalis.

Seen on an island in Galveston Bay, May 5, at Puerta Tank, May 17,
and at Flour Bluff, May 29.

DERBY FLYCATCHER—Pitangus sulphuratus derbianus.

Fairly common in the dense thickets of tall trees along the resacas
or where large trees grow about the ranches, in Cameron County.
A large conspicuous bird with striking and characteristic notes.
It builds a very large nest. One that I brought home measures
14 inches in height and 10 inches in diameter.

CRESTED FLYCATCHER—Myiarchus crinitus.

Fairly common in the river bottoms of Victoria County.

MEXTICAN CRESTED FLYCATCHER—Myiarchus magister nelsoni.
Common in Cameron County. An empty nest found in a hole in
a fence post near Brownsville.

ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER—Myiarchus cinerascens Cincrascens.
Ifairly common and evidently breeding in the timber belts along
the resacas near Brownsville.

PaH@EBE—Sayornis phabe.

A few migrants seen on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4 and 5.
Woop PEWEE—Myiochanes vircens. ;

Seen near Galveston on May 4 and in Victoria County on May 20.
TrAaiLL FLYCATCHER—Empidonarx trailli trailli.

Birds, apparently this species, were seen on islands in Galveston
Bay, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8.

LEAsT FrycarcHErR—Empidonar mininuus.

Common on the islands in Galveston Bay on May 4.

TExAs HoOrNED LARK—OGtocoris alpestris giraudi.

Fairly common on the prairies from Refugio County to Cameron
County.

Frorma Brun Jay—Cyanocitta cristata cristata.

Seen, but not very common, in the river bottom forests along the
Guadalupe River. This is the form that formerly was called
florincola.

GREEN JAy—Xanthoura luruosa ¢laucesccns.

This beautiful bird was fairly common in the timber along the
resacas near Brownsville. In spite of its brilliant colors, it was

surprisingly inconspicuous among the lights and shades of the
thick foliage, where it was usually rather inactive. No occupied
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nests were found, as the young were ol the wing and mostly fully

grown at that season.

W HITE-NECKED RAVEN—CoOrvus cryptolcucus. .

A few seen in western Kennedy and Cameron Counties, May
22 to 24.

SovtiERN Crow—Corvus brachyrhynchos panlus.
. T 2
Two or three seen near Port La Vaca on May 13.

Cowniep—Jolothrus ater ater.
Cow birds seen migrating near Galveston on May 5 were this form.

Dwanrr Cownirn—Molothrus ater obscurus.
This was the breeding form all along the coast where it was only

fairly conmmmon.

Rep-eyen Cownsirp—Tangavius acncus involucratus.
A few seen and one shot near Brownsville, where it breeds.

Froripa RepwiNe—Agelaius pheniccus floridanus.
Breeding abundantly in the coast region about Galveston.

Rio Graxpe REDWING—Agelaius phoniccus megapotamus.

This is the form which breeds along the coast below Matagorda.

It was breeding very abundantly about Brownsville, where we saw

numerous nests with eggs on May 23.

Rio Graxpe MeapowrLark—=Stwrnella magna hoopesi.

This form replaces the Southern Meadowlark from Refugio County

to Brownsville.

SOUTHERN MEApOWLARK—S{urnclla magna argutula.

FFairly common from Galveston to Matagorda Bay.

Atprpox Oriore—Icterus mcelanocephalus auduboni,

Said to be commmon about Brownsville, but we saw very few and

found no nests.

SexNerT Oriove—Icterus cucullatus sennctti.

Very common around DBrownsville, nesting in the pahn trees in

the woods and about the ranches and towns. The nests are

neatly woven of palm fibres and sewed to the under sides of the

broad fan-like leaves. Nests with fresh eggs and with voung found

on May 24.

Orcnarp OriorE—Icterus spurius.

A . . Tace - o . E :

(ommonv around Port La Vaca where I saw young males in full

song. Not recorded elsewhere, but probably overlooked

Bavrtiyore OrioLe—Icterus galbula.

An adult niale was ce ar ‘es ; ;
- P en near Galveston on May 4, evidently a

migrant.

BrrLrock OrioLt—/cterus bullocki.

An adult male seen near Corpus ‘1St , ]

— k( II Christi on May 22, and a nest with

ggs was taken on the outskirts of Brownsville on May 24.
BroxNzep GRACKLE—Quiscalus quiscula aencus.
Common about Galveston.
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Boar-raiLep GRACKLE—DM cyaquiscalus major major.

Very abundant from Galveston to the head of Matagorda Bay.

GREAT-TATLED GRACKLE—DM cgaguiscalus major macrourus.

Astonishingly abundant from Matagorda Bay to the Rio Grande.

This is unquestionably the most abundant species of bird all along

the coast of Texas, as well as the noisiest and most conspicuous,

a’most a nuisance at times. It nests in enormous numbers in

practically all of the heron colonies, especially where there are

trees or shrubs, which are often filled with the nests, a score or

more of nests in a tree. The nests are often built in the lower

parts of the mnests of the Ward Herons, in prickly pear cactus,

Spanish daggers or even in long grass. Their dense colonies seem

over crowded. Both eggs and young were found all through May.

SAVANNA SPARROW—DPasserculus sandwichensis savannda,

This is the winter resident form on the prairies, where it was still

common during the first half of May.

WESTERN GRASSHOPPER SPARROW—Ammodramus savannariim bima-
culatus.

Mr. Simmons said that the small sparrows, seen in the prairie

regions of Refugio and Victoria Counties, were mostly of this

species.

TEXAS SEASIDE SPARROW—Passerherbulus maritimus sennetti.

Common in the coastal marshes from Galveston to Corpus Christi.

WESTERNY LARK Searrow—Chondestes grammacus strigatus.

Common in the prairie regions from Refugio County to Cameron

County.

HARRIS SPARROW—Zonotrichie querula.

Noted as a migrant on an island in Galveston Bay, May 5.

BLACK-THROATED SPARROW-—AmMphispiza bilincata bilincata.

A few seen on the dry plains of Cameron County.

TEXAS SPARROW-——AFFCIMONODPS Tufivirgatus.

Common in the chaparral and in the thickets around Brownsville,

where its characteristic song is often heard and where it moves

about quietly on or close to the ground and is usually sociable

and unsuspicious, often quite inquisitive.

GRAY-TAILED CARDINAL—Cardinalis cardinalis canicaudus.

Fairly common in all suitable localities, generally in dense brush

or chaparral, from Port La Vaca to Brownsville. A nest, with two

incubated eggs, was found near Brownsville, on May 25.

ROSE-BREASTED GrosprAk—Hedymeles ludovicaina.

A temale, apparently this species, was seen on (Caney Creek, on

May 8.

WESTERN BLUE GrospEA K—Guiraca carnled lazula.

A few seen around Brownsville.

INpIGo BuNTING—Passerina cyanca.

Migrants were seen near Galveston

Creek on May 8.

on May 4 and on Caney
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VARIED BUNTING—Passerina versicolor rersicolor.

A few seen around Brownsville.

PaixTED BUNTING—DPasscrina ciris.

Seen in Refugio County on May 19.

SHARPE SEEDEATER—Sporophila morelleti sharpel.

We saw a bird near Brownsville, which we took to be this species,
on May 25.

DickcissEL—Spiza americana.

Common on the prairies of Victoria County.

Lark BuNTING—Calamospiza melanocorys.

Specimens secen in Captain Camp’s collection, taken as migrants
in changing plumage, near Brownsville.

IENGLIS1T Searrow-—Passer domesticus.

Common in all the towns and cities and about the ranches.
StMMER TANAGER—DPiranga rubra rubra.

Common in the river bottom forests of Victoria County.

PurrerLe Marrtin-—Progne subis subis.

Summer resident about the towns.

CrLirr Swarnrow—Petrochelidon lunifrons.

Seen around Galveston Bay, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8.
BArN SwavrLow—Hirundo erythrogastra.

Seen along the coast from Galveston, May 4, to Corpus Christi,
May 29.

TrE: SwaLLowy —Iridoproene bicolor.

Seen only near Galveston on May 5, probably migrating,

BANK SwWaLLow—ZRiparia riparia.

Seen near Galveston, May 4, and on Caney Creek, May 8.
Wiuite-eYEp Vireo—Virco griscus griscus.

Heard singing near Galveston, May 5, and observed in Victoria
County, May 20.

SMALL WHITE-EYED VIREO-—Yireo griscus mierus.

Specimens collected near Brownsville, where it is common. A
new nest, about five feet up on a lower branch of an ebony tree,
was found on May 24, and another with four heavily incubated
eggs, in a thicket, on the next day.

Brack ANxp Wirre WarsLer—Waiotilta varia.

Migrants seen on an island in Galveston Bay on May 4.
PrornoxortAry WARBLER—Prothonotaria citrea.

Heard singing in the cypress swamps on the Guadalupe River in
Victoria County, on May 30.

Parvra WarsBLEr—Compsothlypis americana americana.
Heard in the same localities as the preceding species.

SEXNETT WarsLer—Compsothlypis pitiayumi nigrilora.

Fairly common around Brownsville, on the edges of the resacas
where the trees arc covered with wusnea moss. Specimens collected
on May 27.
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YELLOW WARBLER.
Migrants common on an island in Galveston Bay on May 4.
MyrTLeE WARBLER—Dcndroica coronata coronata.

A few seen on Caney Creek, on May 8, must have been late
migrants.

MAGNOLLA WARBLER—Dendroica magnolida.

On a small island in Gaiveston Bay, on which only grass and
low shrubbery was growing, we recorded 37 species of birds,
mostly small land birds on migration, on May 4. A strong wind
was blowing and the little birds were seeking shelter in the
shrubbery or long grass, in little gullies and hollows, or behind
sand dunes or drift logs. This pretty little warbler was one of
the most numerous.

CHESTNUT-S1IDED WARBLER—Dcendroica pensylvanica.

A few seen on the island referred to above, on May 4.
BAY-BREASTED WARBLER—Dcndroica castanea.

One seen with the above.

BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER—Dcndroica fusca.

One seen on the same island.

BLACK-TIIROATED GREEN WARBLER—Dcndroica virens.

Common on the same island.
OVENBIRD—S eiurus aurocapillus.
One seen on the same island.

WaTER THRUSH—Sciurns noveboracensis noveboracensis.
A few seen on the same island.

MOURNING WARBLER—Oporonis philadclphia.

A few seen on the island referred to above and one seen on an
island in San Antonio Bay, on May 15.

MARYLAND YELLOWTHROAT—Gcolhlypis trichas trichas.

Migrants seen on islands near Galveston, May 4, and one heard
near Brownsville on May 25.

YELLOW-BREASTED Cnar—Icteria virens VITCNS.

Migrants seen on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4. A nest
and three eggs found in a thicket near Brownsville on May 25;
one shot here proved to be the eastern bird.

AMERICAN REDSTART—SCtOphaga ruticilla.

Common on the island in Galveston Bay on May 4.
MocKINGBIRD—Mimus polyglottos polyglottos.

The birds seen near Galveston early in May wer(? of the eastern
form, which is common as far southwest as Brazoria County.
WESTERN MOCKINGBIRD Mimus polyglottos leucopterus.

Very common in all suitable localities in a’l the other coastal
counties. Nests with eggs were found at Port La Vaca on May 11

and near Brownsville on May 24.

CATBIRD—Dumetclla carolincnsis.

Migrants seen Ol the island in Galveston Bay on May 4.
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191. SEXNNETT THRAsuer—7Toxrostoma longirostre sennetti.

Abundant in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties. Several nests with
eggs and young found near Brownsville from May 25 to 27.

192. CURVE-BILLED THRASHER--Torostoma curvirostre ewurvirostre.
Common in Hidalgo and Cameron Counties, but no occupied nests
found.

193. CaroLiNa WREN—TRhryothorus ludovicianus ludovicianus.

The resident form of the more eastern and northern counties,
Seen near Port La Vaca on May 13 and heard in Victoria County
on May 20.

194. Loyita WrREN—Thryothorus ludovicianus lomitensis.

The resident form of Hildago and Cameron Counties. Heard and
seen near Brownsville on May 25 and 27.

195. TeExAs WREN—Thryomanes bewicki cryptus.

Common around Brownsville. A nest with voung found there on
Mayv 24; it was behind a blind on a deserted house.

196. BLACK-CRESTED Trrmouvse—DBacolophus atricristatus atricristatus.
Common around Brownsville.

197. Vervin—Auriparus flaviceps flavieeps.

Common around Brownsville in the dry chaparral. Two nests
with eggs found on May 24.

198. R1o Graxpr BrueBirp—Sialis sialis episcopus.

A nest with broken egg shells, taken near Brownsville, was seen
in R. D. Camp’s collection.

ORNITHOLOGICAL IMPRIESSIONNS OF IF1.J1
AND NEW ZEALAND

BY DAYTON STONER

THE STATE I'NIVERSITY OF 10WA

On the occaston of the visit of the scientifie expedition from
the University of Towa to Fiji and New Zealand during the
smmmer of 19220 it wax my good fortune to be associated with
the enterprise asx ornithologist and entomologist.  Very natur-
ally, a trip involving about 18,000 miles of travel on both land
and water atforded some opportunity for certain ornithological
observations. While a limited amount of collecting was ac-
complished on both Viti Levu and Makaluva of the 1iji group
and on North Island, New Zealand, the short stay in these
places, fonr weeks in the former (Jnne 5 to July 3) and five
weeks in the latter (July 7 to August 15), precluded any in-
tensive study of the birds inhabiting them. Therefore, it is my
wixh at this time, to point ont only a few general impressions



